[image: image1.jpg]MO
iy,

A
——y

"y

o

O
%,
Waes




Media brief 23 March 2010

HIGH COURT UPHOLDS PROTECTION FOR WARNEFORD MEADOW

Campaigners to save Warneford Meadow in east Oxford were jubilant today to learn that Judge David Waksman, sitting in the High Court, had upheld Oxfordshire County Council’s decision to register the Meadow as a Town Green.
The NHS, who own the land, had sought judicial review of the council’s decision, based on a recommendation from Vivian Chapman QC, an expert in town and village green law, following a lengthy public inquiry to which over 30 local residents gave evidence.  In his judgment today, Judge Waksman firmly rejects both points of law raised by the Trust.

Registration as a Town Green will give the Meadow lasting protection as an open space.  Town and village greens have existed since medieval times, and laws protecting them were passed in 1845 and updated in 2006.  By law, when land has been freely used by local people for outdoor recreation for more than 20 years – as the Meadow has been – the County Council must, if asked, register it as a Town Green.  
Warneford Meadow is 18 acres of open, untended grassland and orchard behind the Warneford Hospital between Headington and East Oxford, rich in wildlife and much loved by local residents.  The land was bought by the Hospital – then a charity – in 1918, to provide outdoor recreation for patients and protect it from house-building.  In 2006 the NHS submitted plans to sell the Meadow and adjacent playing field for a 3-4 storey development for 1,950 students, or 300 houses, or research buildings of similar scale.  Local people overwhelmingly oppose the plans.  They recognise the need for key worker and student housing, but believe there are “brown-field” sites nearby that could be used without sacrificing this valuable green space.  The NHS wants to raise money by selling the land, but there is no guarantee that this would be spent on improving local health facilities.

The plans were rejected by the City Council, but the land remains zoned for development in the Oxford Local Plan. In December 2006 local resident and environmental campaigner Paul Deluce, supported by Friends of Warneford Meadow, applied to the County Council to register the Meadow as a Town Green.  It is the council’s decision to approve his application that the High Court today upheld.
Friends of Warneford Meadow, with over 300 members, was deeply disappointed that the Trust chose to spend public money to prolong the uncertainty about the future of the Meadow, and impose substantial legal costs on the County Council and on residents, when the issues had been thoroughly considered by the public inquiry.

Speaking today, Paul Deluce said:

“I was overjoyed to read Judge Waksman’s judgment dismissing the NHS appeal.  I am enormously grateful to the 30 local people who gave evidence to the public inquiry about their use of the Meadow, and the many others who contributed to raising our legal costs of over £60,000.  Thanks also go to Friends of Warneford Meadow for supporting my application, to the Campaign to Protect Rural England for help with fundraising, and to our lawyers Ross Crail and Alastair Wallace for their hard work in helping us succeed.

I hope the Mental Health Trust will now accept that the facts and the legal issues have now been fully considered, and will not waste more public money on a further appeal.  I, and Friends of Warneford Meadow, look forward to working with the NHS as landowners, and with the local authorities and residents’ associations, to conserve and enhance the Meadow and Orchard and make them an even more valuable resource to be enjoyed by the people of the area for generations to come.”

