This is the third “annual” report to members and supporters since Friends of Warneford
Meadow became a company limited by guarantee in October 2012. Because the previous
report was published in May 2015, this covers two years from then to July 2017.

W

arneford Meadow consists of seven hectares of grassland and an orchard planted
in the 1940s. It is hidden behind the houses of Hill Top Road and the Warneford
and Churchill Hospitals and bounded on the east by Boundary Brook and Southfield Golf
Course. Public footpaths follow its edges and there’s a well-used informal path across
the middle.
The Meadow was bought by Warneford Hospital in 1918 to protect it from development
and provide food and therapeutic outdoor recreation for patients. The hospital farm
closed in the 1960s, but the Meadow was grazed or a hay crop taken until the 1980s.
Local people have long used the Meadow for recreation – walking, blackberry picking,
and children’s games. In the early 2000s it was neglected by its owners, the NHS, and
began to run wild. It has developed a varied ecology typical of unmanaged grassland,
but this was threatened by advancing scrub.

T

he 2013 Annual Report gave a full account of the setting up of Friends of Warneford
Meadow in 2006, of securing the Meadow’s registration in 2010 as a Town Green –
which protects the right of local residents to use it for informal recreation, and
precludes almost any building on the land – and of the Department of Health’s
protracted indecision over whether to sell it. Eventually, in late 2013, the Oxford Health
NHS Foundation Trust (who run the Warneford Hospital) decided to acquire the
Meadow, as a therapeutic and recreational resource for patients and staff at the
Warneford and – we hope – also those at the Churchill Hospital and the new Maggie’s
Centre on the Churchill site. The Trust finally took ownership in August 2014.
The 2015 Report recorded that the Trust, after consultation with FoWM, had adopted
an Ecological Management Plan for the Meadow, and – from February 2015 – had begun
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to implement it, initially by commencing twice-yearly mowing of the grassland areas
and clearing scrub in the orchard and around the edges of the Meadow. Volunteer work
parties and contractors arranged by FoWM had previously done some of this work.
The 2015 report was presented to an Annual General Meeting on 26 May 2015, held
jointly with Hill Top Road Residents’ Association. Thanks to the Golf Club for hosting
the meeting.
We have continued to work with the Trust to secure the best future for the Meadow and
encourage greater use of it. In March 2016, following negotiations with the Trust,
illustrated information boards designed by Helen Ganly, showing some of the wildlife to
be seen on the Meadow, were erected at two of the entrances. We met representatives
of the Trust in June 2016, and heard about their plans both for further enhancing the
environment of the Meadow, and for making increasing use of it for therapeutic work
with patients. A follow-up meeting took place in February 2017.

A

s in 2014, no Apple Day was held in 2015, despite a good apple crop, partly because
Rupert Griffin’s continuing slow recovery from a serious cycling accident meant
that his apple press and invaluable expertise were unavailable. However, in 2016 we
agreed to run Apple Day in collaboration with Divinity Road Area Residents’ Association
(DRARA) on 9 October. Rupert was back in action and duly erected his press at the midpoint of the orchard near the newly created access track from the hospital through
which a hose supplied the necessary water. About fifty people attended; some FoWM
members, some from DRARA, others from the hospital and a few from the Highfield area
or who had just heard about the event. Children of all ages made up more than half.
There was a good crop of apples and everyone thoroughly enjoyed picking, washing and
pressing. Hospital staff ran a cake making competition. The two entrants both won –
one for artistic merit and taste, the other for taste and artistic merit! Needless to say
both cakes were quickly devoured. A toast of thanks to Rupert was proposed by
Andrew Wilkinson (FoWM) and seconded by Clare Ridley (DRARA). Many bottles of
apple juice were gleefully carried home, and the next Apple Day is eagerly awaited.

Apple Day 2016
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W

e have heard no more from the County Council about their proposals to develop

an upgraded cycle route across the Meadow, discussed at a meeting in November
2014: it may be that this has fallen victim to austerity, though we understand that
finance would come from a ”Section 106 agreement” (“planning gain”) with Oxford
University relating to the development of the Old Road Campus. FoWM remains
concerned about the rutted state of the informal north-south path, much used by
cyclists. Our policy remains to support improvement in principle, provided any track is
permeable, to minimise ecological disruption, and has only ground-level lighting if any.
We see some advantage in routing it along the eastern edge of the Meadow rather than
taking the direct line.

D

uring 2016, FoWM was represented on the Green Spaces and Amenity Group
which, with other groups, contributed to the development of a Headington
Neighbourhood Plan. The plan was agreed by Oxford City Council in July 2017 and can
be accessed via the Headington Neighbourhood Forum website, headingtonplan.org.uk.

On 2 December 2016, FoWM celebrated ten
years since the start of our campaign to protect
the Meadow. A Black Mulberry (Morus nigra
“Chelsea”) was sourced and (actually) planted by
Mick Ganly, then (formally) planted by Andrew
Smith MP at a ceremony attended by over fifty
local residents, well reported in the Oxford Mail
and Times.

T

he Trust have continued to look after the Meadow, including twice-yearly mowing,
scrub clearance, and provision of seats, and in most respects it looks much better
than it did five years ago. We have raised some concerns with them, notably the need to
clear bullace, bramble and ivy to protect some of the apple trees. Some progress has
been made in promoting use of the Meadow by hospital patients and others. Recently,
the Trust have approached us about their proposals for the long-term development of
the Warneford site, which – while protecting the Meadow, the listed hospital buildings
and the open space in front of the main entrance – would involve replacing many of the
more recent buildings and using some of the undeveloped land, including the former
playing field, for a mix of therapeutic and research uses and key worker housing. We
are not opposed to the principle of such development but will be concerned to minimise
any visual or other detrimental impact on the Meadow.
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We are also in correspondence with the Trust about the (currently incomplete) fence
recently erected along the (approximate) border between the Hospital grounds and the
Meadow. We are concerned that, especially at the north-eastern end, the fence
encroaches into the land registered as a Town Green. The Trust have acknowledged our
concern and promised to investigate.

F

oWM is a company limited by guarantee and a membership organisation. Few
people have however subscribed as members (although we have over 250 recorded
supporters). The Board has reviewed the status of FoWM, and concluded that the
organisation remains necessary to represent the rights of local residents to use the
Meadow for recreation, and to act as a focus for liaison with the Trust, and that for the
time being company status should be retained.
The Board of Directors (which has met formally four times since the last report)
consists of: Directors: Sietske Boeles, Andrew Carter, Chris Dunabin, Graeme Salmon,
David Sutton and Andrew Wilkinson; co-opted members: Paul Deluce, Joy Hendry, Tim
Coulson (resigned August 2017), Andrew Lack and Dominic Parkinson.
We continue to keep supporters informed of progress through our e-mail list and our
website - http://www.friendsofwarnefordmeadow.org.uk.
FoWM’s accounts for the period are appended below.

W

e have come a long way since ten years ago, when it seemed probable that one of
East Oxford’s last semi rural green spaces would be lost forever. There remains
much to do, but developments over the past few years have given the Meadow a more
secure future than at any time in recent memory.

The Directors
Friends of Warneford Meadow
(a company limited by guarantee, company number 08235285)

August 2017
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Friends of Warneford Meadow Accounts: 2015 to 2017
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